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From the Desk of the Vice-Chancellor

It is a great pleasure to present the Annual Report of the University
and its growth and development during the year 2019-20. This report is
a testimony to the sustained pace of growth and development of the
University during the said year.

The total student strength in various disciplines this year stood at
4657. A total number of 2051students were enrolled during this year for
different courses in the University, out of which 50.9% were women
students, while 16.1%students were from SC category, 38%from ST
category and an additional 12% from OBC category. In the session 2019-20, a total of 38
scholars received their Ph.D degree. Additionally, 3536 students were also enrolled in various
courses under the Directorate of Distance Education.

Tripura University, notwithstanding its marginal location, has a vibrant faculty,
numbering 160, from different parts of the country. Our faculty members have published 9
books and 285 research publications in this year.There are 67 ongoing research projects with
a total outlay of over Rs. 20.19 crores from various national and international agencies
currently in this University. In the year 2019-20, the faculty members earned a total of 23
individual research projects and the grant received for the year was to the tune of 4.1crores.
This year four new Departments were also introduced and a new seven storied Girls’ hostel
was commissioned.

Several members of the Faculty visited reputed institutions in India and abroad to attend
several Seminars and Conferences and were also nominated for memberships of editorial
boards of several reputed journals. This year, Tripura University also witnessed numerous
international and national workshops, conferences and seminars, where speakers from
neighboring countries and other parts of the world presented their findings.

The University Grants Commission (UGC), Ministry of Education (formerly MHRD),
Department of Science and Technology (DST) and the Department of Biotechnology (DBT)
and other funding agencies have extended their generous support to the University throughout
the year, and I express my gratitude to them for their cooperation.

As part of its corporate social responsibility, Tripura University had adopted eight
villages and continues to collectively work towards the socio-economic development of those
villages in these difficult times of COVID-19. The University envisages a world, where
pursuit of excellence is rooted in the overall development of the society, where teaching,
research and scholarship endeavor to add meaningful changes to a society, wherefrom we
come and to where we eventually return.

I take this opportunity to thank all sections of the University fraternity- faculty, students,
officers, non-teaching staff, for their valuable contribution towards the objectives of making
this University an institution of academic excellence.

- Prof. Ganga Prasad Prasain
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About Tripura University

Tripura University took off as a State University on 2nd October 1987 and was converted into a
Central University on 2nd July 2007 under an Act of Parliament to establish a teaching and
affiliating university in the state of Tripura and to provide for matters connected therewith or
incidental thereto. The kings of Tripura, since 1947 onwards, guided by a zeal for education and
inspired by a vision to excel, established many colleges in this green hilly state affiliating them to
Calcutta University. But the geographic distance from the University of Calcutta being a formidable
deterrent, it was virtually impossible on the part of a large number of poor students of Tripura to
continue further studies after graduation since postgraduate education within Tripura was not yet
initiated. The political history of Tripura since 1960s, replete with student movements, had
consistently harped on the demand for expansion of opportunities for higher education and
setting up of Tripura's own university. As a consequence, the Calcutta University authority agreed
to offer post-graduate classes in History, Mathematics, and Economics at the MBB College campus
and the University Grants Commission (UGC) formally recognized the Calcutta University Post
Graduate Centre (CUPGC) in 1976. But the dream for a full-fledged University within the state was
yet to be fulfilled and student movements gradually gathered momentum for a separate university
for the higher education of its students. For a decade, the CUPGC with all its limitations
functioned as the highest centre of learning in the state, operating from various scattered old
government buildings at College Tilla, Agartala. In spite of severe financial constraints, land for a
new campus was selected by the state government for the CUPGC in a green 75-acre, semi-urban
setting on the National Highway at Suryamaninagar, about 9 kms south of the capital city Agartala.
With the aim of setting up a full-fledged University at that location in near future, the foundation-
stone was laid at Suryamaninagar campus on 18thDecember, 1985 by Dasaratha Deb, the
legendary leader of the historic Janasiksha (People's Education) movement and the-then Deputy
Chief Minister and Education Minister of Tripura. Taking into consideration the long-cherished
demands of the student-community and the growing aspirations of the people at large and also
acknowledging the present and future needs of education in the state, the State Government took
the initiative to pass the Tripura University Act in the Assembly in 1987 and finally the first
University in the state came into being. This was indeed a dream come true. After its up-gradation
to a Central University, the overall development of Tripura University has been conspicuous by all
round efforts undertaken to strengthen the infrastructural facilities and academic acumen.

Tripura University is accredited by NAAC in Grade B with CGPA of 2.63 on four-point scale. The
University has also obtained recognition from AICTE, NCTE and similar other apex bodies for
offering academic courses.

At present the number of colleges affiliated to the university is 50, consisting 25 general degree
colleges, and 25 professional colleges.

During this academic year the University offered (students enrolled) 54 different courses under its
Science, Arts and Commerce Faculty, out of which 44 courses of Post Graduate Level (Archaeology
& Ancient Indian Culture, Bengali, Business Management, Commerce, Economics, Education,
English, Fine Arts, Hindi, History, Journalism & Mass Communication, Kokborok, Law, Liberal Arts,
Linguistics & Tribal Languages, Music, Performing Arts, Philosophy, Physical Education, Political
Science, Psychology, Rural Studies, Sanskrit, Sociology, Tourism Administration, Botany, Chemical
& Polymer Engineering, Chemistry, Computer Science and Engineering, Electrical Engineering,
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Electronics & Communication Engineering, Forestry & Biodiversity, Geography & Disaster
Management, Human Physiology, Information Technology, Library & Information Science,
Material Science & Engineering, Mathematics, Microbiology, Molecular Biology and
Bioinformatics, Pharmacy, Physics, Statistics and Zoology), 5 courses of Degree Level (B. Voc. in
Film & Video Production, B.Voc in Rubber Technology, 2 years BEd, 4 years BEd and BBA), 4
Diploma Courses (Post Graduate Diploma in Tribal & Ethnic Study, PG Diploma in Kokborok
B.Lib.l.Sc. and PGDT-Hindi) and a five years Integrated Master’s Degree were offered . In addition
to these, 42 PhD programs in all the Post Graduate subjects and diploma courses in the 2 centres
i.e. CSSEIP and Women’s Studies were also offered.

Location, Climate and Connectivity

Located in the green picturesque state of Tripura, whose undulating topography comprises of low
lying hills shrouded with dense vegetation cover and interspersed with meandering rivers, rivulets
and streams, the sprawling green campus of the university is an eye-catcher. Situated in West
Tripura District about 9 km away from the City of Agartala and 24 km from Agartala Airport
(Singerbill Airport), Tripura University is easily accessible by road.

The state is well connected with Guwahati, Silchar and Shillong by road. A daily bus service from
Kolkata to Agartala through Bangladesh has also taken off, for which a transit visa is needed.
Agartala is also directly connected to Guwahati, Kolkata and other North-eastern cities and with
other metros via Guwahati or Kolkata by air route. The earlier meter gauge railway line connecting
Agartala to Lumding and Guwahati has been upgraded to broad gauge. Of late Rajdhani Express
has also been introduced connecting Tripura to New Delhi and the rest of India. The average
temperature of Agartala in summer is about 30°C and in winter, about 15°C.

Facilities and Services

University Library :

The Calcutta University Post Graduate Center (CUPGC), Agartala, Tripura was converted into the Tripura
University (State) on 2™ October, 1987 and was awarded the status of Central University on 2™ July, 2007.
The central library committed to facilitating quality services, resources and facilities to its users to fulfil the
goals of the University. The Central Library situated at the center of the university with easy access to
users. The library is constructed in three floors with the total space size 5415 sq.mts. At present, it is
utilizing 2715 sg.mts for its regular operations. Total seating capacity of the Library is 250. The library is
offers wireless internet access to all users. The library has well equipped withthe e-library lab on the first
floor where faculty, students and research scholars can access the internet and subscribed online
resources. The library is opened on all the days except National and other University holidays. On
the weekdays, it remains open from 09:30 AM to 08:00PM, and on Saturday and Sunday, the working
period is from 11:00AM to 04:00PM. The staffs are well qualified and trained in the field of library and
information profession.

The library building has well-equipped conference and exhibition hall. The basic facilities like Air-
conditioner, silent study area, restrooms and drinking water facility are provided on each floor.

The library has a wide range of collections which includes print books, print journals, e-books, e-
journals, thesis and dissertation, bound volumes, reports, newspapers, CD/DVDs, etc. into it. The
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users of the library are having access to more than 30,000 e-books, 14 online databasesaccessed
through e-ShodhSindu and 10 e-databases subscribed by Tripura University covering financial
statistics, Government reports, Company profiles, Abstracts and metadata of more than one lakh
e-books.

The library has special collections on Tripura and North-East culture. It also has good collections on
few eminent personalities like Swami Vivekananda, Rabindranath Tagore, Subhas Chandra Bose
and SardarVallabhbhai Patel.

The library offers unique services such asPlagiarism check Service, Reference Service, Lending
Service, Document Delivery Service, Citation Management Service, Digitalisation Service, Digital
Lab, Reprographic Service, Newspaper Clipping Service, and New Arrival Alert Service to its users.
Thelibrary strictly follows the Copyright policies.

The library has two branch libraries to cater to the needs of specialized requirements of the users.
One library is located at the Business Management Building within Tripura University campus and
the other at City Center, Gandhighat, Agartala to meet the needs of the students of the NET
coaching center.

The Library conducts three kinds of the user orientation program. Firstly, General Awareness
Program conducted every Thursday inside the library. Anyone can attend this program. Secondly,
the subject/department-specific program conducted on demand from the departments.Thirdly,
conducted the research-based orientation programme to aware users about research services and
tools in collaboration with some external agency or institute.

Computing Facilities :

Tripura University takes proper measures to provide all possible computing facilities to the
students, scholars and faculty. There are 5 general computer centres and 9 departmental
computer centres with approximately 400 desktop computers. The computer centres are
accessible to the students, research scholars and faculty during the University working hours for
optimal utilization. Lab classes of Computer Skill-l and Il are conducted in the above computer
centers. For better access internet facility is available in all departments, centres, offices, hostels
and staff quarters 24x7. Wi-Fi facility has also been made available for mobile phones and laptops
in the central library, Guest house and all the departments. To work at times of power-cut, high
capacity central UPSs are installed in most of the departments and offices for providing back-up
during power failures.

Central Instrumentation Centre :

Tripura University has established Central Instrumentation Centre to facilitate the Researchers of
this University as well as Researchers from other Universities and Institutions of North-East as well
as other parts of India. While using this centre the Researchers from outside Tripura University
may availed accommodation in the Tripura University Guest House.

Committee for Central Instrumentation Centre:
Prof. R. N. Dutta Purkayastha, Chairman
Prof. S. Majumdar, Member
Prof. Debasish Maiti, Member
Dr. Shaon Ray Chaudhuri, Member
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