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MA PHILOSOPHY 

FIRST SEMESTER 

 

PHIL – 701 (CORE) 

INDIAN METAPHYSICS 

Full Marks: 100 

First Half: 50 

1) Prasastapadacarya: Padarthadharmasamgraha (Select Portion) 

 

Second Half: 50 

1) DharmarajaAdhvarindra: Vedanta Paribhasa (Select Portion) 
2) Isvarakrsna: SamkhyaKarika (Select Portion) 

 

 

 

PHIL – 702 (CORE) 

WESTERN METAPHYSICS 

Full Marks: 100 

 

First Half: 50 

1) Plato: The Republic (Select Portion) 
 

Second Half: 50 

2) Aristotle: Metaphysics(Select Portion) 

 



PHIL: 703 (CORE) 

MEDIEVAL AND CONTEMPORARY 

 PHILOSOPHY OF RELIGION 

Full Marks: 100 
 
 

First Half:  50 Marks 
 

Medieval Philosophy 
 

1. St. Augustine: Theology, The World, The doctrine of man, The problem of evil, Moral 

evil. 

2. St. Anselm: Ontological argument. 

3. St. Thomas Aquinas: Knowledge of God, The existence of God, God & Evil, Moral and 

Non-moral evil. 

4. Scouts: Will & Intellect. 

 

Second Half: 50 Marks 

Contemporary Philosophy 

 

1. Mircea Eliade 

2. Paul Tillich 

3. John Hick 

4. D. Z. Phillips 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PHIL: 704 (ELECTIVE) 

CLASSICAL WESTERN PHILOSOPY 

Full marks: 100 
 
 

First Half:  50 Marks 
 

Ancient Philosophy 
 

5. Pre-Socratic philosophers: The problem of Being and Becoming (Thales, Heraclitus, 

Parmenides& Zeno) 

6. Socrates: The method of Socrates (The Dialectic method of Socrates), Midwifery 

method, theory of knowledge, Virtue and knowledge. 

7. Plato: Theory of knowledge, theory of forms. 

8. Aristotle: Aristotle on Plato’s theory of Ideas, Theory of causation, Matter and Form, 

Potentiality and Actuality. 

 

Second Half: 50 Marks 

Modern Philosophy 

 

5. Descartes: Method of doubt, Types of Ideas, Mind and matter, Mind-Body 

interactionism, God, Nature and Proofs for His existence. 

6. Spinoza: Substance, Attributes and Modes, the concept of God or Nature, Pantheism, 

Mind-Body problem.  

7. Locke: Ideas and their classification, Refutation of innate ideas, Substance, Qualities  

8. Berkeley: Subjective idealism and immaterialism. 

9. David Hume: Causality, Ideas & Impressions, Skepticism. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



References: 

1. Connor, D. J. O.; A Critical History of Modern Philosophy. 

2. Copleston, F.; A History of Philosophy, Vol. I, IV, V, Image Books, New York, London.   

3. Falckenberg, R.; History of Modern Philosophy.  

4. Guthrie, W. C. K.; A History of Greek Philosophy, Cambridge, CUP, 1962. 

5. Masih, Y.; A Critical History of Western Philosophy (Greek, Medieval & 

Modern),MotilalBanarsidass Publishers Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi, 1999. 

6. Stace, W. T.; A Critical History of Greek Philosophy, Macmillan & Co. Limited, London, 

1920. 

7. Thilly, F.; A History of Philosophy, Manish Sabharwal SBW Publishers, New Delhi, 

2003. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PHIL: 705 (ELECTIVE) 

ENVIRONMENTAL ETHICS 

Full Marks: 100  
 

First Half: 50 
 

1) Nature, scope and significance of Environmental Ethics. 
2) Vedas, Buddhism & Jainism on environment.  
3) M. K. Gandhi on environment. 
4) R. N. Tagore on environment. 

 
Second Half: 50 

 

1) Man-Nature Relationship: Anthropocentrism, Biocentrism and Cosmo-centrism 
2) Eco-feminism: Feminists and environmental ethics  
3) Eco-centrism: Earth Ethics, Shallow & Deep ecology. 
4) Religions and Environment – Christianity, Islam and Traditional Religions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



References: 

1. Callicut, J. B. and Frodeman, R.;Encyclopedia of Environmental Ethics and Philosophy, 

Vol. I & 2, MacMillan, GALE, Cengage Learning, 2009. 

2. Carson, R.; Silent Spring, Fawcett publications.  

3. Eaton, H. &Lorentzen, L. A. (ed.); Ecofeminism & Globalization – Exploring Culture, 

Context, and Religion, Rowman& Littlefield Publishers, Inc., UK, 2003. (Ecofeminism) 

4. Evans, J. C.; With Respect for Nature – Living as part of the Natural World, State 

University of New York Press, Albany, 2005. 

5. Gaard, G. (ed.); Ecofeminism – Women, Animals and Nature, Temple University Press, 

Philadelphia, 1993. 

6. Gandhi, M.; The Collected Works of Mahatma Gandhi, Navajivan Trust, Ahmedabad, 

India, 1958. 

7. Gruzalski, B.; “Gandhi’s Contributions to Environmental Thought and Action” in 

Environmental Ethics, 2002, pp. 227 – 242. 

8. Jamieson, D. (ed.); A Companion to Environmental Philosophy, Blackwell Publishers 

Ltd., 2001.  

9. Jamieson, D. (ed.); Ethics and the Environment- An Introduction, Cambridge University 

Press, UK, 2008.  

10. Khoshoo, T. N. &Moolakattu, J. S.; Mahatma Gandhi and the Environment – 

AnalysingGandhian Environmental Thought, The Energy and Resources Institute, 2009.  

11. Khoshoo, T. N.; Mahatma Gandhi: An Apostle of Human Ecology, Total Energy 

Research Institute, New Delhi, 1995.  

12. Kumar, S. B.; Environmental Problems and Gandhian Solutions, Deep and Deep 

Publications, 2002. 

13. Palmer, C. (ed.); Teaching Environmental Ethics, BRIL, 2006. 

14. Passmore, Man’s Responsibility for Nature: Ecological Problems and Western 

Traditions, New York, 1974. 

15. Roach, C. M.; Mother/Nature: Popular Culture and Environmental Ethics, Indiana 

University Press, Bloomington, 2003.  

16. Sandilands, C.; The Good-Natured Feminist: Ecofeminism and the Quest for Democracy, 

University of Minnesota Press, London, 1999.  



17. Sen Gupta, K.; The Philosophy of Rabindranath Tagore, Ashgate Publishing Ltd., 

England, 2005.  

18. Sharma, R. C.; Gandhian Environmentalism, Global Vision Publishing House, 2003. 

19. Singer, P.; Practical Ethics, Cambridge University Press, New York, 2011.  

20. Singh, S.; Global Concern with Environmental Crisis and Gandhi’s Vision, A. P. H. 

Publishing Corporation, New Delhi, 1999. 

21. Taylor, P. W.; “The Ethics of Respect for Nature”, in Environmental Ethics. 

22. Taylor, P. W.; Respect for Nature: A Theory of Environmental Ethics, Princeton 

University Press, Princeton and Oxford, 1989. 

23. Thompson, A. &Bendik – Keymer, J. (ed.); Ethical Adaptation to Climate Change: 

Human Virtues of the Future, The MIT Press, Cambridge.    

Additional References:  

1. Cooper, D. E. & Palmer, J. A.; The Environment in Question: Ethics andGlobal Issues, 

Routledge, London, 1992. 

2. Foss, J. E.; Beyond Environmentalism –A Philosophy of Nature, A John Wiley & Sons, 

Inc. publication 2009.  

3. Ip, King – Tak.;Environmental Ethics: Inter-cultural Perspective, Value Inquiry Book 

Series , New York, 2009.  

4. Mackinnon, D. M.; A Study in Ethical Theory, Adam & Charles Black, London. 

5. Ouderkirk, W. & Hill, J. (ed.); Land, Value, Community: Callicott and Environmental 

Philosophy, State University of New York Press, Albany, 2002. 

6. Preston, C. J. and Ouderkirk, W.; Nature, Value and Duty, Springer, 2007. 

7. Sarkar, S.; Biodiversity and Environmental Philosophy: An Introduction, Cambridge 

University Press, UK, 2005.  

8. The man-nature relationship and environmental ethics in Journal of Environmental 

Radioactivity, 2003.  

9. Weber, E. L. (ed.); Environmental Ethics: Sustainability & Education, Inter-Disciplinary 

Press, Oxford, 2009.  

 

 



SECOND SEMESTER 

 

PHIL: 801 (CORE) 

INDIAN EPISTEMOLOGY 

Full Marks: 100  
 

First Half: 50 
 

1) DharmarajaAdvarindra: Vedanta Paribhasa (PramaLaksana, Pratyaksa, Anumiti, 
Upamiti, Sabda, Arthapati) 

 
Second Half: 50 

 
1) NarayanaBhatta: Manameyodaya (PramaLaksana, Pratyaksa, Upamiti, Anupalabdi) 

 

 

PHIL: 802 (CORE) 

WESTERN EPISTEMOLOGY 

Full Marks: 100  
 

First Half: 50 
 

1) Immanuel Kant: Critique of Pure Reason (Select Portion) 
 

Second Half: 50 
 

1) A. J. Ayer: The Problem of Knowledge (Chapter: 1, 2, 3, 4) 
 

 

 

 

803 (CF) 

Basics of Computer Applications 

Full Marks: 100  

 
 
 



PHIL: 804 E 

Philosophy of Culture and Religion 
Full Marks: 100 

 

First Half: 50 Marks 
 

Philosophy of Culture 
 

1. Philosophy of Culture and Cultural anthropology  
2. Theories of culture: Structuralism and Functionalism, Culture as Superstructure, 

Psychoanalysis    
3. Society, Nature, Culture, and Cultural identity 
4. Tradition, Modernity and Changes 
5. Culture and Globalization: Impact of Globalization on Culture  
6. Cultural Relativism and Cultural Pluralism  

 
 

Second Half: 50 Marks 
 

Philosophy of Religion 
 

1. Nature and scope of Philosophy of Religion 
2. Theories of the origin of Religion: Anthropological and Psychological 
3. Concept of God, arguments for the existence of God, & arguments against the existence 

of God 
4. The problem of suffering and evil, faith and reason    
5. Problems of Religious language: Analogical theory, Symbolic theory, Symbolism and 

Myth in Religion     
6. Major Religions of the world: Buddhism, Christianity, Hinduism, Islam, & Jainism.   
7. Diversity and Unity of Religions  
8. Religious Dialogues: Inter-religious and intra-religious dialogues 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



References: 

1. Bernasconi, Robert. (2003).“Ethnicity, Culture and Philosophy”. In Nicholas Bunnin, Eric Tsui-

James(Eds.). The Blackwell Companion to Philosophy. Oxford, UK: Blackwell.  

2. Boas, F. (1940). Race, Language, and Culture. Chicago: University of Chicago Press. 

3. Craig, E.; Routledge Encyclopedia of Philosophy, London & New York, 1998. 
4. Darwin, C. (1859). TheOrigin of Species. (First Edition). Harvard: Harvard University Press.  

5. Debbarma, M.; Ethnic and Cultural Identity, Akansha Publishing House, Delhi, 2014.        
6. Edwards, D. M.; The Philosophy of Religion, Progressive Publishers, Calcutta, 2010.   
7. Geertz, C. (1973). Interpretation of Cultures. New York: Basic Books. 

8. Goldie, P. (2000). The Emotions: A Philosophical Exploration. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

9. Griffiths, P. J.; Problems of Religious Diversity, Blackwell Publishers Ltd., UK, 2001.  
10. Harré, R. (1986). “The Social Constructivist Viewpoint”. In R. Harré (Ed.),The Social Construction 

of Emotions (pp. 2–14). Oxford: Blackwell.  

11. Harris, M. (2001). Cultural Materialism: the Struggle for a Science of Culture. Walnut Creek, CA: 

Alta Mira Press. 

12. Hastings, J.; Encyclopedia of Religion and Ethics, T & T Clark, New York, 1974. 
13. Hick, J. H.; Philosophy of Religion, Pearson Education, Delhi. 
14. MacIver & Page, Society: An Introductory Analysis, MacMillan India Ltd., New Delhi, 

2007. 
15. Markham, I. S. &Ruparell, T.; Encountering Religion – An Introduction to the Religions 

of the World, Blackwell Publishers Ltd., UK, 2001.   
16. Masih, Y.; A Comparative Study of Religions, MotilalBanarsidass Publishers, Delhi, 

1971.  
17. Masih, Y.; Introduction to Religious Philosophy, MotilalBanarsidass Publishers, Delhi, 

1971.  
18. Moody-Adams, M. (1997). Fieldwork in Familiar Places: Morality, Culture, and Philosophy. 

Cambridge, Mass: Harvard University Press. 

19. Norris, C. (1997). Against Relativism: Philosophy of Science, Deconstruction and Critical Theory. 

Oxford, UK: Blackwell. 

20. Pals, D. L.; Eight Theories of Religion, 2nd Edition, Oxford University Press, New York, 
Oxford, 2006.  

21. Pannikar, R.; The Intra-Religious Dialogue, Paulist Press, New York, 1999.  
22. Parekh, B. (2000). Rethinking Multiculturalism: Cultural Diversity and Political Theory. 

Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press. 

23. Shils, E.; Tradition, The University of Chicago Press, Chicago, 1983. 



24. Sinha, J. N.; Introduction to Philosophy, New Central Book Agency (P) Ltd., Kolkata, 
2004.  

25. White, Morton. (2002). A Philosophy of Culture: The Scope of Holistic Pragmatism. Princeton:  

Princeton University Press.  

Additional References:  

1. A Lion Handbook – The World’s Religions, Lion Publishing plc., England, 1996. 
2. Jordan, J. J. (ed.); Philosophy of Religion: The Key Thinkers, Continuum International 

Publishing Group, New York, 2011. 
3. The Wordsworth Encyclopedia of World Religions, Wordsworth Edition Ltd., Great 

Britain, 1999.  
4. Vanarragon, R. J.; Key Terms in Philosophy of Religion, Continuum International 

Publishing Group, New York, 2010.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PHIL: 805 (ELECTIVE) 

CONTEMPORARY INDIAN THINKERS  

Full Marks: 100  
 

First Half: 50 
 

1)  Vivekananda : Practical Vedanta – Universal Religion, Humanism and Religious 
Experience 

2) Aurobindo : Integral Yoga, Mind and Super Mind and Evolution  

 
Second Half: 50 

 
1) Iqbal : Self, God, Intellect and Intuition 
2) J. Krishnamurty : Conception of Thought, Freedom from the Known, Analysis of Self, 

Choiceless Awareness 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



THIRD SEMESTER 

 

PHIL: 901 (CORE) 

INDIAN ETHICS 

Full Marks: 100  
 
 

First Half: 50 
 

1) The Gita (Select Portion): Chapter – II, XIII and XIV 
 
 

Second Half: 50 
 
 

1) Purusarthas 
2) Rta, Rna and Yagya 
3) Varna Dharma and Ashrama Dharma 
4) Law of Karma 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PHIL: 902 (CORE) 

WESTERN ETHICS 

Full Marks: 100  
 
 

First Half: 50  
 

1) Immanuel Kant: Groundwork of the Metaphysics of Morals (Select Portion) 
(i) Preface 
(ii) Chapters: 1, 2, 3. 

 
 

Second Half: 50  
 

G. E. Moore: Principia Ethica (Select Portion) 
i) Subject Matter of Ethics 
ii) Metaphysical Ethics 
iii) Naturalistic 
iv) Hedonism 
v) Ethics in Relation to conduct 
 

 
 
 

PHIL: 903 (CORE) 

PHILOSOPHY OF LANGUAGE 

Full Marks: 100  
 

First Half: 50 
 

1) Logical Positivism : Rejection of Metaphysics and Verifiability Theory of Meaning 
2) Logical Atomism : Russell and Wittgenstein 
3) Analytic Philosophy: G.E. Moore, Gilbert Ryle and Wittgenstein  

 
Second Half: 50 

 

1) Existentialism and Phenomenalism : Kierkegaard, Sartre, Nietzsche, Gadamer, Husserl, 
Heidegger  

2) Post Modernism: Karl-Otto Apel,  Derrida, Foucault and Habermas  

 

 



904 (CORE) 

PROJECT - I 

Full Marks: 100  
 

 

 

 

 

PHIL: 905(ELECTIVE) 
 

INDIAN SOCIAL AND POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY  
Full marks: 100 

 
First Half: 50 Marks 

B. R. Ambedkar 
 

1. B. R. Ambedkar: Writings and Speeches 
i) Castes in India: Their mechanism, Genesis and Development 
ii) Annihilation of caste with a reply to Mahatma Gandhi 
iii) Buddha or Karl Marx  
iv) Buddha and his Dharma  
v) The untouchables: Who were they and why they became untouchables?   

 
Second Half: 50 Marks 

M. K. Gandhi 
2. M. K. Gandhi:  

Satyagraha as the way of life,  
Non-violence and peace,  
Swaraj, 
Swadeshi and Khadi,   
Doctrine of Trusteeship, 
The End and the Means,     
Village Republic and Sarvodaya,   
Civilization and critique on modern civilization,  
Removal of Untouchability, 
Idea on Education,  
Gandhi on Women. 

 



References: 
1. Bali, D. R.; Modern Indian Thought From Rammmohan Roy to Jayaprakash Narayan, Sterling 

Publishers Pvt. Ltd., New Delhi, 1980. 
2. Dhawan, G.; The Political Philosophy of Mahatma Gandhi, Navajivan Publishing House, 

Ahmedabad – 14, 1946.  
3. Dr. BabasahebAmbedkar: Writings and speeches, Education Department, Govt. of Maharashtra, 

1989. 
4. Dutt, D. M.; ThePhilosophy of Gandhi.  
5. Gandhi, M. K.; AN AUTOBIOGRAPHY OR The Story of my experiments with Truth, Navajivan 

Publishing House, Ahmedabad, 1927.  
6. Gandhi, M. K.; Hind Swaraj or Indian Home Rule, Navajivan Publishing House, Ahmedabad, 1938.   
7. Gandhi, M. K.; Khadi (Hand-Spun Cloth) Why and How, Navajivan Publishing House, Ahmedabad, 

1955. 
8. Iyer, R.N.; The Moral and Political Thought of Mahatma Gandhi, Oxford University Press, New 
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9. Jatava, D. R.; Political Philosophy of B.R. Ambedkar, Rawat Publications, Jaipur & New Delhi. 
10. Jatava, D. R.; Social Philosophy of B. R. Ambedkar, Rawat Publications, Jaipur & New Delhi, 1997. 
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13. Naik, C. D.; Thoughts and Philosophy of Dr. B. R. Ambedkar, Saruo& Sons, Darya Ganj, New Delhi, 
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14. Ruskin, J.; Unto This Last, With Introduction and Notes by S. Sreenivasan, McMillan India Ltd., 

Delhi, 2001.  
15. Sanyal, A. A. (ed.); Baba Saheb, Dr. Ambedkar- RachanaSambhar, (Prathamkhanda, 

Saptamkhanda-  (Bangla Sangskaran) Dr. Ambedkar Foundation, kalyanmantrak, Bharat Sarkar, 
New Delhi.  

16. Tolstoy; The Kingdom Of God Is Within You.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PHIL: 906 (ELECTIVE) 

 

APPLIED ETHICS  

Full Marks: 100 
 

First Half: 50 

Medical Ethics 

 

1. Surrogacy 
2. Doctor - Patient  Relationship 
3. Abortion 
4. Euthanasia  
5. Female Infanticide 
6. Informed Consent 

 
Second Half: 50  

 
Professional Ethics 

 
1. Business Ethics 
2. Media Ethics 
3. Techno Ethics 
4. Legal Ethics 
5. Politics and Ethics 
6. Agri-food Ethics 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FOURTH SEMESTER 

 

PHIL: 1001 (CORE) 

INDIAN LOGIC 

 
Full Marks: 100 

 
 

First Half: 50 
 

Nyaya Sutra with VatsyanaBashya: Gautama  
Chapter – 1 (Four Pramanas), Chapter – 2 (PramanaUddesa and Pariksa)   

 
 
 

Second Half: 50 
 

Khyativada, Hetvabhas (Nyaya perspective), Paramarsa and Paskhata 

 

 

PHIL: 1002 (CORE) 

WESTERN LOGIC 

Full Marks: 100 
 
 

First Half: 50 
 

1) Copi I.M. : Symbolic Logic: Chapters: 5 (Up to 5.4) 
2) Jeffrey: Formal Logic: Its Scope and Limits (Chapters 7 and 8) 

 
 
 
 

Second Half: 50 
 

1) PatricSuppes: Introduction to Logic (Chapters: 9 – Up to section 7) 
2) Barker – Introduction and Hypothesis. (SelectPortion) 

 

 



PHIL: 1003 (CORE) 

PHENOMENALOGY AND EXISTENTIALISM 

Full Marks: 100 
 
 

First Half: 50 
 

Phenomenology: Husserl, Sartre, Heidegger, Karl Jaspers, Marcel, Levinas and Merleau-Ponty 

 

 

Second Half: 50 

Existentialism: Kierkegaard, Sartre, Nietzsche and  Heidegger 

Post Modernism: Karl-Otto Apel, Derrida, Foucault and Habermas  

 

 

 

 

 

PHIL: 1004 (CORE) 

PROJECT - II 

Full Marks: 100  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



PHIL: 1005 (ELECTIVE) 

WESTERN SOCIAL & POLITICAL PHILOSOPHY 

Full Marks: 100  
 
 

First Half: 50 
 

Hobbes: Liberty, Equality, Sovereignty and State 
Locke: Liberty, Equality, Sovereignty and Stare 
Rousseau: Liberty, Equality, Sovereignty and State 

 
Second Half: 50 

 

Hegel:            Dialectical Idealism, Ideal State 
Karl Marx:      Dialectical Materialism, Class Conflict 
Max Weber:   Secularism, State 

 

 

 

PHIL: 1006 (ELECTIVE) 

CONTEMPORARY TRENDS IN PHILOSOPHY 

Full Marks: 100  
 

First Half: 50 
 

1. Multiculturalism 
2. Liberalism 
3. Feminism 
4. Communitarianism 
 

 
 

Second Half: 50 
 

1. Social Justice 
2. Alienation 
3. Globalization 
4. Conflict Resolution 

 
 



PHIL: 1007 (ELECTIVE) 

TRIBE, ETHNICITY, & PHILOSOHY 

Full Marks: 100  
 

First Half: 50 
 

1. Concept of Tribe, Ethnicity, & Tradition 
2. Frazer, Malinowski, Geertz, & Tylor on Tribal studies. 
3. Indigenous culture & religion and its significant features. 
 

 
 

 
Second Half: 50 

 
1. Ethnic culture & Religious belief systems of North-East India. 
2. Ethnic culture & religious belief systems of Tripura. 
3. Issues of Identity & Modernity. 
4. Ethno-cultural conflicts.  
5. Possibilities of Inter-cultural dialogues.  
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(APPROVED BY 9TH MEETTING OF BPGS OF THE 
DEPARTMENT OF PHILOSOPHY HELD ON 14.10.2020) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


