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| Tapash Debbarma

5 February 2026 marked a historic
nd memorable day in the history of
fie Kokborok Department of Tripura
University. For the first time, Kok-
forok Sahitya Sabha, in collabora-
tion with the university’s Department
of Kokborok, organized a Kokborok
Poets’ Meet titled “Tayung, do
akon...”. Around sixty Kokborok
poets from different parts of Tripura
recited their self-composed poems.
This event seemed to be the
fruition of a long journey of struggle
and perseverance—beginning with
the Certificate Course in 1994, fol-
lowed by the Diploma in 2001, the

i Undergraduate program in 2012, the

Postgraduate program in 2015-16,
and finally the launch of the PhD
program in the 2018-19 academic
session. Today’s poetry conference
thus felt like a new sunrise in the sky
of Kokborok literature.

From morming to evening, the
hall of the Kokborok Department re-
sembled a boat floating upon an
ocean of poetry. Each poem was like
a wave—sometimes gentle, some-
times intense. Some poets painted
with the colors of love, some ignited.
the flames of protest, some filled the
air with the green freshness of nature,
while others lit lamps of hope in the
darkness of socio-political realities.

Guest poet Shyamal Ray
Chowdhury, in his poem, said: “The
sun will set forever one day™—a line
that symbolically portrayed the in-
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evitability of life’s ultimate truth
through the image of the setting sun.
Sharmila. - Debbarma’s.. poem.

“Gandhar” called:upom us to open

our eyes to justice. ;

Young poet Lincoln Murasin’s
poem “My New Disease is Called:
Fear” stirred the conscience of the
audience.

The Bhagirath of modemn Kok-
borok poetry, Nandakumar Deb-
barma, and distinguished:
litterateur-composer Bikash Ray
Debbarma did not recite poems but
enlivened the gathering with their
songs.

The poems of Pradyut Debbarma
and Madhusudan Debbarma. were
adorned with sweet poetic embellish-

ments.. Their verses flowed:like nec~
tar into the: hearts: of listeners, each
word resonating, with melody:

Utpal. Debbarma,, -along. with
reciting poetry; created: @ harmonious
fusion of word: and. rhythm through
the vibrant beats. of the tabla.

Renowned: poets Dipali and Se~
fali Debbarma highlighted women’s
rights and cultural heritage in' their
poems. Theirworks acted as mirrors
of ‘society, reflecting the: struggles
and strength of women:

Prasenjit Debbarma creatively
composed an innovative poem by se-
lecting words and: lines from the ti-
tles and verses of established writers’
poems, plays, and songs. He shared,
“Afrer breaking a silence of twenty-

one long-years, [ have gained the rare
opportunity to return tor the world of
poetry. Crossing the silent plains of
stillness, today I journey again to-
ward the light of words..I too have
recited a poem in search of truth—
where within the folds of questions
lies'a humble attempt to touch the
undiscovered truth.”

Current and former students of
the Department of Kokborok, along
with young poets, illuminated the fu-
ture with. their poetic expressions.
Their works. reflected the brilliance
of new ideas, bold experiments in
diction, and a distinct touch of
modernity in structure.

The poems of the young genera-
tion alternated between the tender-
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ness of love, the intensity of protest,
and fresh perspectives on nature’s
beauty. They proved that Kokborok
literature is growing richer and
stronger in the hands of the new gen- !
eration. These young poets are like
the breeze of a new season—rooted
in the past, yet blossoming toward |
the future. i
A Confluence of Generations
This conference brought to-
gether four to five generations of
Kokborok poets. On one side stood
the Bhagirath of modern Kokborok !
poetry, Nandakumar Debbarma; on
the other stood his students—the :
young poets of today’s university. :
It was a confluence like that of :
river and sea, where past and pres- :
ent merged seamlessly. :
Alumnus Biprajit Debbarma '
conducted the program with elo- :
quence and grace, making the entire :
event vibrant and lively. His radiant :
voice, refined articulation, and @’
timely humor bound each segment H
into a coherent flow, captivating the
audience from beginning to end. :
The Organizers’ Efforts 2
The success of the event was :
made possible through the tireless ef-
forts of the Head of the Department, :
Khumtiya Debbarma; the Secretary :
of the Sahitya Sabha, Dr. Biman
Debbarma; the President, Ramesh :
Debbarma; and others. Their dedica- :
tion was like roots beneath the soil— ?
supporting the great tree that stood :
tall in the form of this remarkable
gathering. :
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