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Education plays an important role in economic growth by improving 

productivity and increasing the national product. With the growing 

importance of knowledge in the growth process, higher education assumes 

critical importance in policymaking. Higher education plays an important 

role in knowledge production through its Research & Development (R&D) 

activities and in the use of knowledge produced elsewhere through its 

contribution to the production of knowledge-based goods. Given its role in 

development, governments, and individuals/households have been 

increasing their investment in higher education, leading to massification and 

further to universalization of higher education in many countries.

 The National Education Policy (NEP) 2020 is a shift in the approach of 

education in India, which transforms the educational landscape by building a 

holistic, multidisciplinary, and inclusive environment. However, the 

implementation of NEP 2020 is not uniform throughout India. This results in 

variation in resource mobilization, management, and monitoring in different 

States/UTs. The asymmetry in implementation in NEP 2020 can be traced to 

different causes, namely, diverse ethnicity, difficult geographical terrains etc., 

Such causes are prominently found in the North Eastern States, which are also 

additionally burdened with their unique challenges. 

 The different socio-economic conditions, limitations in infrastructure, 

and equitable access to quality education for all require a resourceful 

approach to its allocation in the region. NEP 2020 is very crucial for ensuring 

equitable education for all, especially, the marginalized groups. This two-day 

national seminar engages stakeholders from different sectors to explore 

strategies, lessons learned, and challenges faced in bringing policy into 

practice.
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About National Institute of Educational Planning and 

Administration (NIEPA)

NIEPA is a premier institute for capacity building, research, and training in 

educational policy, planning, and administration in South Asia. The National 

Institute has its origin dating back to 1962 when UNESCO established the 

Asian Regional Centre for Educational Planners and Administrators, which 

later became the Asian Institute of Educational Planning and Administration 

in 1965. After 4 years of its existence, it was taken over by the Government of 

India and renamed as the National Staff College for Educational Planners and 

Administrators. Subsequently, with the increased roles and functions of the 

National Staff College, particularly in capacity building, research, and 

professional support services to governments, it was again renamed as the 

National Institute of Educational Planning and Administration (NIEPA) in 

1979 and was granted deemed to be university status in 2006. NIEPA is 

engaged in preparing certified manpower through its Ph.D. and M.A.E.D 

Programs for planning, management of education in the country. In addition 

to that, NIEPA is engaged in high-level academic research and teaching in the 

areas of education development, policy making, planning, and 

administration. Further, it provides training support to educational offices in 

India and abroad.


