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“The uplift of the women, the awakening of the 
masses must come first, and then only can any 

real good come about for the country, for India.” 

- Swami Vivekananda 
  

 
  Director’s Note

  “Time and tide wait for none” - there have been lots of changes since last year; 
we have organised academic programmes, participated in talks and moved with the need of 
the hour. The Women’s Studies Centre, Tripura University is trying to reach academic suc-
cess as is the case with other academic institutions. The present urge of the centre is to 
sensitize the society by spreading awareness regarding the rights of women through train-
ing programmes, lectures, seminars. Most importantly, our Centre is trying to impart gender 
neutral education to the students which is the requirement of contemporary time. In reality, 
the condition of the so called “better half” of our society is not unknown to us; in fact, it is 
the most painful situation when we find our mother, sister and wives are being submerged 
by patriarchal values practiced both in family and society. Thus with regard to the status of 
women it can be said that they have been perceived and seen basically from a male point of 
view; Gender bias has been the most untoward fact in this patriarchal society where extreme 
manifestations of imbalanced social relations between men and women have been found 
in practice. It is time now for women to raise their voice against violence, injustice, and for 
their rights. Women must be empowered from within to deal with the societal menace and 
be self-reliant economically. Their contribution in the decision making process is another im-
portant aspect to boost them up in all matters of life. Nevertheless, an unbiased (towards 
gender) social mindset is the primary condition to achieve these desired goals.  

  I thank Dr. Mahuya Roy Karmakar and Mr. Ashim Shil for getting this issue of 
newsletter published now. 

Prof. Chandrika Basu Majumder
Director
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Observance of International Women’s Day 2016  
    It was a day for the Women’s Stud-
ies Centre of Tripura University to celebrate. 
On the eve of International Women’s Day 
2016 the Director, Women’s Studies Centre 
inaugurated its wall publication and deliv-
ered a talk before the students focusing on 
the contemporary situation of women in In-
dian society. Her concern was to advocate 
students for fighting stereotypes in society 
and promote the general cause of women in-
cluding protection, security and wellbeing.   

Two Day Legal Awareness Programme for Students of Tripura University
    A Two Day Legal 
Awareness Programme was 
held on March 29 and 30, 2016 
in association with Tripura 
Commission for Women with 
an aim to make students aware 
regarding legal issues. The 
programme was inaugurated 
by Prof. Anjan Kumar Ghosh, 
Hon’ble Vice Chancellor of Tri-
pura University. Smt. Aparna 
De, Member-Secretary, Tripura 
Commission for Women deliv-
ered the welcome speech. This 
was followed by the speech of 

Prof. Anjan Kumar Ghosh, Hon’ble Vice Chancellor of Tripura University and Smt. Manika Dut-
ta Roy, Chairperson of Tripura Commission for Women. Through the technical sessions dis-
cussions on various issues related to women were held; emphasis was laid on protection of 
girl child and women, eve teasing, rape, sexual harassment, domestic violence, and property 
rights of women. Spokesperson encouraged the participants to be involved in discussions on 
these various issues and legal experts enlightened all regarding various procedures of legal 
appeal. Participants were enthusiastic enough to participate in the interactive discussions. At 
the end of the programme Prof. Chandrika Basu Majumder, Director, Women’s Studies Centre 
of Tripura University thanked all the members.                 
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Gender Sensitisation Programme on Anti-Sexual Harassment in Institutional Setup
       A one day programme 
titled Gender Sensitisation 
Programme on Anti-Sexual 
Harassment in Institutional 
Setup was organized by the 
Women’s Studies Centre, TU 
in association with the De-
partment of Sociology on 
April 5, 2016. Presentations 
were made by the students 
on different dimensions of the 
problem of sexual harassment 
in institutions; the main focus 
of the program was the inter-
active lectures delivered by 
Prof. Abhijit Mitra, Retd. Pro-
fessor of the Department of 
Sociology, Burdwan University who spoke on social perspective of the problem. He discussed 
the problem in religious context too. Mr. Purushottam Roy Burman, Advocate & Secretary, Tri-
pura Human Rights Organization, another spokesperson focused on legal perspective of the 
problem mainly. It was held that in spite the existence of various laws related to women the 
instances of sexual harassment against women in Indian society is very much common. Dis-

cussion was made on Supreme Court’s guideline 
on sexual harassment or Visakha Judgement, Ma-
thura Case and the Sexual Harassment of Wom-
en at Work Place (Prevention, Prohibition and 
Redressal) Act 2013. At the end of the academic 
discussion and interactions the programme was 
summed up by Dr. Mahuya Roy Karmakar, Assis-
tant Professor, Women’s Studies Centre, Tripura 
University. A sincere thank of gratitude was ex-
tended to the speakers, students, scholars and 
to all the members of the house. 

  

A Special Lecture on “Gender Issues in 
the Works of Tagore” 
  On the title “Gender Issues in the 
Works of Tagore” a special lecture was held 
on August 8, 2016 in which Sri. Sadhan 
Chattopadhyay, recipient of Bankim Chan-
dra Award – the highest literary honour by 
the Govt. of West Bengal, was the speaker. 
The programme was inaugurated by Prof. 
Chandrika Basu Majumder, Director, Wom-
en’s Studies Centre of Tripura University and
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Dr. Paramasree Dasgupta delivered the welcome speech. In his speech Mr. Chattopadhyay 
discussed the state of women in the writings of Rabindra Nath Tagore by highlighting various 
female characters. His urge was to bring before audience the gendered dimension of the 

works of Tagore. The programme had an interesting interactive discussion among the speak-
er, faculties, scholars and students. At the end the Director of the Centre had given presiden-
tial address and Dr. Somdev Banik extended the vote of thanks. 

Discussion Forum:

 The next issue will be published in mid November, 2016. Readers are requested to send 
their suggestion, feedback, comment and ideas at director_wsc@tripurauniv.in
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