Title: Reviving a ‘Reading-Ecosystem’ through Holistic Library Practices
Being the backbone of any University, Central Library plays a crucial role in the larger arena of
the academic institution towards the entire academic fraternity. With this backdrop, the Central
Library of Tripura University has achieved a level of superiority,by starting its journey from
scratches. From the dearth of information
resources in the Central Library system, the
tireless efforts of the library staff have
created a Manhattan of knowledge during
the last five years. However, the real
challenge is to motivate users to use
different library services physically. To
combat with such a challenge, Central Library started a series of evidence-based inventive
initiatives to create a ‘conducive environment’ for its patrons. The basic objective behind the
Central library's complete renovation points towards the creation of a ‘Reading Ecosystem’, for
the stakeholders of the University, with the primary focus to provide solid intellectual platform to
the teaching fraternity and student community
for best academic practices and to create learning
environment.

Objectives
In the broad objective of the overall development of the library system, the Tripura University
Central Library always aims to promote the
healthy reading habit of the students, to offer a
conducive

research

environment

to

the

teaching fraternity, through provisioning of
better physical and intellectual infrastructural

support, such as reading space, hassle-free access to information resources by adopting innovative
technologies such as remote access facilities. On a lerger prospect, the Central Library offers
library guidance visit, to creates aquintance among the school children, who, as a part of their
educational tour, visit Tripura University, a beacon of education and knowledge of the state.

Context
The Central Library faces multi-dimentional challenges such as footfall of users for utilizing
services and resources, competitive threats from the external environment, adoption of emerging
technologies, user engagement and services provisioning information to potential library users,
availability of proper contents, effective knowledge management, etc. During the past few years,
large number of users were unaware of the library services, information resources, and facilities
for teaching, learning, research, and innovation. In such a challenging situation, library reforms
and sensitization of the users was one of the prime initiatives, carried out by Central Library.
Providing the right information to the right users at the right time was the main motto of the
Central Library. In this backdrop, the Central Library aims to increase the utilization of the
Library’s services, information resources and facilities by taking initiatives such as library
membership drive-cum-orientation program, conservation and promotion of manuscript, optimum
utilization of the library resources and as an extension service, encouraging library literacy among
the school children.
Practice
User engagement and effective utilization of the library’s resources and services were among the
daunting tasks of Central Library. At this
juncture, Central Library played a significant
role in improving effective utilization of the

library through evidence-based-innovative practices. To enroll more users, every year, the Central
Library conducts membership drive-cum-orientation programs for newly admitted students across
all departments. The section-in-charge of membership and circulation and the trained staff are
entrusted the responsibilities of promoting and extending the services and information resources
through library membership drive-cum-orientation programs. An email notification is generally
sent to all heads of departments / centres to enlist newly admitted students and their allotted slots
for the smooth conduction of the program. After receiving the confirmation from the respective
departments, users' enrollment through orientation drive is carried out under the supervision of the
section-in-chare with staff support. All the academic departments participate in this endeavor.
Sensitizing Users during Library Membership Drive

In the effort to inculcate reading habits among the
school students, the Central Library plays a creative
role. It has taken initiatives to motivate school
students to read books to develop knowledge and
gain idea about the value of the Library for their allaround development. To sensitize school students
about the importance of the Library, the Central
Library invites school students to visit the Library during their educational visits of the University
campus. During such tours, young minds are sensitized about the benefits of reading books and its
value in shaping their minds and characters. The central library has created a conducive
environment for them to visit different sections of the library, which helps to develop reading
habits among them.

Manuscripts are considered the most important and authentic source to know our ancestors'
intellectual output and the boon from our predecessors. It is the
manuscripts, based on which we can connect the past with
present knowledge society. The ancient cultural heritage can be
ruined by natural disasters or over a period of time by sheer
neglect.

Conservation and preservation of manuscripts with

appropriate methods are important steps to reveal the past
through cultural information. Central Library of Tripura
University has been instrumental in conserving and preserving
the manuscripts of the North-East region. The library has
preserved more than two hundred rare manuscripts collected

from different parts of Tripura. It has been the centre of attraction for the visitors. The Central
Library has taken several initiatives to collect and preserve the rarest and most endangered
manuscripts for the future generation. Collected manuscripts have been preserved through
scientific methods and are properly catalogued. The Central library has conducted several
workshops and seminars from time to time to sensitize the importance of conserving and
preserving ancient manuscripts. The manuscript donors were sensitized to donate their
manuscripts for the benefit of research, teaching and learning.

Evidence of Success
After taking library membership drive-cum-orientation program initiatives, the library usage in
terms of services, information resources and facilities have been dramatically increased. Now
teachers and students are frequently visiting the library to access resources for learning and
research. The Library becomes the ‘learning hub’ among users for teaching, learning, research,
and innovation. Library visit has become a popular practice to the academic community of the
University. The library has witnessed a sustained increase in the use of physical and digital
resources by the faculty members and students during the last five years. Further, Library visit has
become a popular practice among the school students during their Educational Tours.
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Problems encountered and Resource Required 

The distance of some academic departments from the Central Library and the short intervals
and breaks in-between classes are major hindrances for the physical uses of library resources.



Poor economic condition of students along with inadequate internet connectivity in remote
parts of the state creates hindrance to utilise remote access facilities.



Inadequate ICT facility to show documentary on the importance of library to the school
children.

Following resources are required to implement the practice 

Trained, capable and dedicated staff for each section.



Adequate number of subscribed e-resources along with computer facility with uninterrupted
internet connectivity and library automation software.

SOME GLIMPSES

Users during Orientation-cum-Membership-Drive at Central Library, Tripura University

Library Visit of School Students during their Educational Tour, Tripura University

Activities on Manuscript Conservation and Preservation Centre, TU

MEDIA COVERAGE ON LIBRARY AND MANUSCRIPT CENTRE,
TRIPURA UNIVERSITY

